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Local science fair
YOURTOWN — A small committee has started to organize a local science fair for students in [e.g., grades K-12 ] this year! In order to make this simple project work, though, we need others in the community to help us encourage students to explore possible careers by learning more about science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).

We already have: [ list what’s set up so far, such as … 

1. the site, such as the gym on Parents’ Night or the local library
2. someone to take pictures at the fair
3. a store that is donating 5 dozen doughnuts or 5 liters of soda ]

We still need: [ now, what do you want to add to your event?
1. adults to serve as “mentors” and help kids organize their work 
2. free printing of participation certificates for each student
3. groups to serve as judges, such as the Kiwanis or the Pipefitters Union ]
Interested individuals or groups are asked to contact: [ person, phone, email ] by [ date ].

This local fair is a partner of the Dr. Nelson Ying Tri Region Science and Engineering Fair

The Ying TRSEF www.YingTRSEF.org serves the 24 counties of Upstate NY which until 2006 had no regional access to the International Science and Engineering Fair, founded in 1950. Since 1960, some NYS students have participated in regional science fairs. Finally, now the Ying TRSEF brings 250,000 Upstate students in grades 5-12 this powerful chance for unique discovery experiences in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). Using Fair Weekend as the catalyst, we capture the passion and imagination of children and connect them with adults eager to "pass the torch" of their knowledge. 

Every one of the Partner Local Fairs creates a powerful tool for its community. "Science fair kids" challenge their minds, apply the skills they learn in school, "try on" possible careers ... and have fun. These partners of the Ying TRSEF also offer real advantages to communities and industries which recognize future workforce needs and want to act now to fill the STEM pipeline.

The Ying TRSEF engages young people in the discovery of science and technology. It is affordable for parents, youth organizations, and school districts in Western NY, the North Country and the Southern Tier. The Ying TRSEF is a designated affiliate of the International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF), securing for us both regional awards and direct access to this world-class experience for our Ying TRSEF Finalists.


Many middle and high school options for science and engineering experience require a sizeable investment up front. Other programs offer great experiences but cannot easily support an individual student’s long-term creative exploration of a STEM field. Our regional science fair serves as an outstanding starting point for children, educators and other concerned adults due to the: 

⋅ 
comparative ease of engaging and affirming young people from their first contact with the Fair;

⋅ 
efficiency of using mentors to encourage every student with whom they work; 

⋅ 
power of fair experiences to celebrate every youngster with the curiosity and drive to do a poster or research project; 

⋅ 
importance of identifying students with high potential, providing commendations, scholarships and advancement to encourage their continuing in precollegiate research, and facilitating access to more advanced tools for investigation so they move forward in scope and technical expertise.
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Fill in each item in red with your local fair’s information. When you finish, “select all,” reset font color to black, and delete this box. You’re done!
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